
 

Congratulations Rho’s for completing your final projects. It was no easy task, but you 
did it! Special recognition to our Honors and High Honors recipients! You are all an 
excellent representation of the Rho Class. 

President’s Message: 
Welcome back Rhos!  This has been an 
amazing journey and I can’t think of a 
better group of people to do this with.  We 
arrived 2 years ago as strangers and will 
leave this year with life-long 
relationships.  Let’s recap what has 
brought us together…… year one 
challenged us with organizing a class 
event in a matter of a few days.  But it 
was not much of a challenge with all the 
talented people we have in our class.  We 
educated the school on what Dia de los 
Muertos is and celebrated it.  During our 
first Olympics, we were tough competitors 
and showed how perseverance our 
classmates had.  Then we experienced 
our first exam.  I don’t think we really 
knew what to expect, but we all passed 
with flying colors.  After resting for a 
couple months, we started our first 
project.  For some of us, it pushed us to 
outside of our comfort zone.  But once 
again, we shined.   
 
Excited to return for year two, our class 
became HeRhos.  Setting a high 
standard of community give back, by 
donating bikes to local children.  That was 
definitely a highlight of the year.  We 
departed last year, knowing we had one 
last project to complete and it would be a 
doozie!  Becoming strategic thinkers was 
the goal and I believe we accomplished 
that.  Proof is the promotion of many of 
our classmates this past year.  I am very 
proud of you all. 
Let’s make this last year the best ever, by 
finishing strong.  Our class event has 
once again, showed the difference one 
group can make.  Providing simple 
luxuries to others was a wonderful way to 
let them know they are valued.  Let’s 
continue to give with welcoming the Tau 
class and passing on our knowledge and 
experience.  What else will you do to 
make a difference? 

 

 

 

 

To the FIRST Female Rick Craig Award Recipient 

Sara Ott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday night as the Project 2 High Honors recipients were announced, I was 
thrilled to be included on stage and proud of the accomplishment.  When Diana 
Dykstra announced my name as the 2019 recipient of the Rick Craig Award, shock 
truly came over me.  I was on stage with shrewd and 
gifted individuals from across the credit union industry.  
Knowing of Rick Craig’s legacy and dedication to WCMS 
and its students, I was honored to be chosen. Then, the 
words that Diana mentioned settled in, “First Female 
Recipient.”  Understanding that I broke that barrier, filled 
me with even greater pride and today I write to you feeling 
empowered.  I tackled that which was difficult to me and 
reaped and even greater reward.  I grew through my 
experience with this project and will be better prepared to lead as I continue my 
career within the credit union industry. My success at WCMS is the product of the 
love and support of so many who have helped to get me to this place.  I am thankful 
for the confidence instilled in me by my credit union family who invested in my 
development.  I am grateful for the sacrifice of my family at home and at the credit 
union who have given so much for me to be here the last three years.  The WCMS 
faculty and readers give immensely of their time and talent in support of the 
development of future credit union leaders; the work they do is so important and I 
will be forever thankful.  To the Sigma and Tau Class, there will be times when it 
seems hard, maybe even impossible, but persevere.  You too can do it!  The more 
you put into your project, the greater return you will receive.  Don’t sell yourself short 
and remember, Start Early and Start Often!  To my Rhos, we are almost there!    
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The 2019 WCMS Luau was a success! 
Thank you to the Hawaii Hui students 
for putting on a great event. It is always 
an amazing time to see our best 
 Hula Dancers up on stage! 

 

2019 WCMS Luau 
1 

Trivia, Pictionary, bucket challenge, 
beauty parlors, basketball, and root 
beer floats oh my…. Once again the 
Tri-Class Olympics was a huge 
success as the games were plentiful 
and the fun was abundant. The 
defending champs Sigma-“Get Sum” 
didn’t get much as they finished in 
last place. Your spirits are crushed 
but cheer up Sigma, you still finished 
in the top three….. of three. The Tau 
class thinks their “time is now” and 
they surely brought their “A” game, 
but RHO class says not so fast…. Rho 
came up clutch with big wins in 

2019 Tri-Class Olympics 
 

The Rho class continues to commit themselves to the community by donating 200 care 
packages to Foothill Family Center, a local shelter who assists hundreds of families in 
need. These care packages were comprised of the basic necessities needed for men, 

women and children. It was a night filled with scavenger challenges leading to a treasure 
and group dancing. The 80% participation goal was exceeded with 85% of the entire Rho 
class assisting with the event in multiple capacities from donating items for the charitable 
bags, sorting items and/or participating as one of the 39 Rho ambassadors leading their 

group through the treasure hunt challenges. A special thank you to our event 
chairperson, Bethany Hayward and team for organizing the Rho’s 3rd year event! 

 
 

   
 

2019 Rho Class Event 
Rho Ho Rho Ho A Charitable Life for Me! 

 

basketball, beauty parlor, and 
Pictionary to tie the Tau for first 
place. However, the fun isn’t over yet 
as “Tau don’t Tie!” A new challenge 
has been thrown out in order to 
determine the true and only winner 
of the Tri-Class Olympics. It could be 
a dance off, an obstacle course, or 
rock paper scissors…. who knows. 
Stay tuned for details of this new 
challenge which will determine the 
first place winner. Whatever the 
challenge, the Rho’s are ready and 
will be the winners of the 2019 Tri-
Class Olympics!! 

 

 

Our kids’ favorite 
Christmas joke: 

 
What do you call a person 
who is afraid of Santa Claus? 
 
Claustrophobic! 

 
 

 

Special events for the 
rest of the week: 

 
Thursday, July 18th 
 Sigma Hoedown 
    ~Edmonds Ballroom at 7pm 
 
Friday, July 19th 
WCMS Bowling Event 
    ~Big Als Bowling at 2pm  Shuttle 

departs at 1:30pm 
 
Monday, July 22nd 
Silent & Live Auction 
    ~Edmonds Ballroom at 6:30pm 
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A MESSAGE FROM 
YOUR PRESIDENT

Peers, friends, credit union family, SIGMAS! 
It has begun. But did it really ever end? Of 
course, not. We're back where it began a 
year ago. There's a difference this year, a 
major one; it's year two! We are no longer 
the new kids on the block, Nope! We are 
credit union professionals that started early 
and started often, and more importantly 
finished our year one project. We have 
taken a big step forward in our careers, and 
are another step closer towards reaching a 
major accomplishment that our 
organizations will be proud of. You should 
be proud of yourselves.

I am very excited to share the next two 
weeks with you and the WCMS staff. There 
will always be something to learn and we 
must allow ourselves to be vulnerable. 
Aside from the academics, we have 
exciting events to gear up for, show the 
TAUS how it's done, and why the SIGMAS 
are the best class ever.

Study hard! Catch up with old friends! 
Make new ones! Show your SIGMA pride!

SIGMAS, GET SUM!!!

Welcome Walk

Year two has come with quite 
a few more responsibilities 
compared to year one, but 
the SIGMA class has taken on 
the challenge and has been 
working together to get the 
year rolling.

Congratulations to everyone 
who was a part of and who 
supported the Welcome Walk. 
From our ambassadors, to our 
luggage team, to our table 
support staff, to our tour 
guides, it was a great 
experience for all and a great 
way to kick off the week. 

We received 230 survey 
responses with 99.10%  of 
participants being satisfied or 
very satisfied. 

Way to go team! 
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TRI-CLASS OLYMPICS

We had some great participation from 
all classes during the  the Tri-Class 
Olympics this year, and although the 
SIGMA's  came in strong as the 2018 
champs, the Rho and Tau teams came 
in with a vengeance and took the win. 

RHO CLASS – PIRATE NIGHT 

UPCOMING EVENTS
THURSDAY -SIGMA Hoedown

MONDAY - Tri-class auction

TUESDAY - TAU class event 

Congratulations to the RHO class for a great 
Pirate Night event.  Teams charged on to 
answer the clues and run from location to 
location to get ahead to find the treasure for 
charity. The competition came close, but the 
red bandana team took the win!

Saddle up and mosey on over to the Sigma 
Hoedown on Thursday, July 18th in the Edmunds 
Ballroom! 

Join us for a good ole’ time networking and 
hanging out with your fellow WCMS cowboys and 
cowgirls. We’ll have drinks, country fair games, 
prizes for the networking activity, music and 
dancing. Come dressed in your best western gear 
and don’t forget the colored bandana you 
received at Welcome Walk! See y’all there!



July 2019 Events 
17 18 19 22 23 25 

WCMS  

PHILOSOPHY 

NIGHT  

7:30 PM 

HOEDOWN 

7 PM 

BOWLING 

(Optional) 

1:30 PM 

TRI-CLASS 

AUCTION 

7 PM 

TAU SPECIAL 

EVENT 

TBD 

GRADUATION 

DINNER & 

CEREMONY 

6 PM 

Business Casual Hoedown 

T-Shirt
Bowling Shirt Fun Beach 

Attire 

TBD Business Formal 

Bridges Hall of 

Music 

Edmunds 

Ballroom 

Big Al’s Edmunds    

Ballroom 

Bridges Hall of 

Music 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
ADAM ENNETT 

It is a tremendous honor to be serving you as President of 
the Tau Class of 2021. Your vigorous participation and never ending 
stream of thoughts and ideas have been a welcome support in this 
process. My role as the President is to support 
you and make this a class that will leave a lasting impression 
and have a positive impact on the people we serve now and in 
the future. 

Our goal as a team is to work collaboratively and push one      
another in our projects, studies and life which I already see 
many of you    doing. The energy we have as a group is     
infectious and will continue to push us forward in our three 
year journey and beyond. Proud to be one of you. Proud to be a Tau. 

GRADUATE ASSISTANTS
EVAN   (717) 951-1587 SHANNON (714) 204-5475 

Tau Class Member Andrew Wright’s Daughter’s take on our WCMS mascot. 

Tau Class Pictures 

Wednesday July 17th 
4:45 PM 

@ Carnegie Hall 

Please wear your white 
WCMS shirt.  



“Our time is now. We are Tau.” - Tau Class of 2021 

PROJECT TIPS 

10 TIPS FROM THE RHO & SIGMA CLASS 

• Start early. Start often.

• Speak in your own voice. They
want to hear your thoughts and
perspectives.

• Grammar, spelling and
punctuation matter.

• Have someone proofread, even
a close friend. Have them give
you honest feedback.

• Make it count, honor those that
are reading it.

• Tell the why, especially to
explain the data analysis.

• Read the project completely.

• Make sure you answer every
question. It is okay to answer
each question independently .

• Take a week off, make a game
plan and follow through.

• The readers want us to succeed,
so use them as a resource.

• The project can turn in as early
at March 15th.

• This opportunity can change
our careers. So it is important
to put in the effort and dedicate
the required time.

STUDENT  

SPOTLIGHT 

A lot of you might be wondering what is this “project” we keep hearing about? Well good news… 
we still do not have many answers. We should hopefully have more answers than questions after 
the Thursday morning class. Until then here are some project tips from the readers themselves.  

WHO IS BEN? 
The world wants to know, who is Ben? 
I’m the Staff Attorney for Canvas 
Credit Union in Denver. I’ve been 
with Canvas for three years and it’s an 
awesome place to work. I love credit 
unions, and I’m really excited to be at 
WCMS! Beyond work, I just got    
married last fall, and my wife and I 
enjoy hiking, backpacking, and      
traveling. 

What advice would you give to    
someone trying to become a CFO? 
I don’t know, I don’t even work in 
finance. You should probably know a 
lot about numbers? 

If you could say anything to CFO Ben, 
what would it be? 
I just wish he existed so people would 
stop thinking I am him. I keep living 
in his shadow and I don’t even think 
he exists. 

1. Start early. Start often.

2. Treat your project like a true project you would do at work - plan,

execute, review.

3. Create a project timeline and schedule your meetings/interviews

ahead of time.

4. Be honest and tell the why behind data analysis in your project.

5. Make sure you test out and confirm that you are able to upload

the final document. If you are doing this at work ensure your IT

does allow you to use dropbox.

6. Don’t wait till the night before the exam to cram all of the

information for the test. Try and rewrite or review your notes each

night.

7. Make sure you take advantage of this unique opportunity to

network with your classmates. They are a good network to rely on

when working on your project.

8. Don’t be afraid to reach out to your reader if you need

clarification.

9. Let your colleagues know you are working on the project because

they are a great resource for the project.

10. I had the key people I interviewed review their section of the
project upon completion to ensure I represented what they were
saying well and accurately.
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